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The recent revival of the Poor People’s Campaign by SCLC undvr the
teadership of Rev, Dr, Erie Lee, CEO. and Tyrone Freeman, SCLC Board
President and President of SEILU-ULTCW, is to be welcomed and supports
ed, not only because it is & continuation of the last and unfinished cam-
paign of Dr. Matin Lather King, i (May he be blessed always), but
beeanse of its continuing and current vrgeney snd relevance to our unfin-
ished struggle for a just and good socicly. Mercover, it has implhcations
for the world, For the suteess of a national cumpaign is refated in great
pare as Dr, King taught, to how much we restrain the ruling regime’s waste
of resources on war and the [hied fuasics of cmpire. Alsa, as Min.
Mulcolm X (Peace and blessings be upons him atways and cverywhere)
taght itis dependent on our Linking our strugeles with the oppressed and
strugghing peoples of the world to create s new historical oplion and oppor-
tunity for us all. Bul o insute that tlis cumpaign is cflective. sustainabije
and successful, we must understand
and approach it by drawing on the
best of our ethical thought and polin-
cal practice. For our history and eul-
ture offvr clear guidelnes lor under-
standing and asscsting ourselves in
the worid

The sacred teachings of our ances-
tors constuntly call on us 10 actively
express care and responsibality for the
poor and vuelnerable among us. We
must. the Husia teaches, “give food 1o
the hungry, water w the thirsty,
clothes 10 the naked and a bomt (o
cross over for thess who line none.™”
Maoreover, we must be “a Tather for
the omban, & mather for the tumid, o
lrusbind and belper o e widow, 4
shade for the child, a s1afT of support for the aged. an aid Lo the il an alty
16 the oppressed, an assistant for the stm sger, a raft for the drowning. and
# ladder for those trapped in the e (of despain).” Indeed, the Seba- Taat,
the ancient teachers of Maal, the w ay uf nghtness in the world, gt that
the moral measure of any society is how 1 (reis its most valnesatile per-
Ens

This ethical insight is rooled it the angicnt Afrcan concept of the
human persun as a bearer of dignity and divinity. and that one should Jo
mthing to others or oneseld whivh would injure, oftend or violate (his
sacred status. 1Uis within this understanding that we wust approach pover-
ty. espocially m its extreme forms, as @y iolerable offense to the digmty
af the human person and o violation of the rght o a tife of dignity and
deeency. s o fife in which persons must have, at i minimunm, adequate
tood, clotling. housing, health care, education, tustly comipeasated and
digaity -u g work, meaningful partiespation in communal and pubhic
I, and the sbilty (o walk with dignity in the world.

Framing the campaign agmnst povety as 2 human nghts struggle iy
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key o s presemation. acceptanee and success,  For i freedom from
poverty 1s understood as a human sight, it croates a different and deepur
urgency and rightness. 1t is Malcolm N who in the civil tighls phase of the
Black Freedom Movement taught vs the importance of moving from
stressinig civil rights o the demand sod defense of our human rights which
he defined as God-given rights that one has by vidtue of being born and
being humian, And he rightfully argued shut these are inalicnable and no
state. group ur person can rightly deny or take them fron: us.

Secondly, Maleolm mumtained that to frame our struggle as a human
rights struggle expands (the nawre and possibilitics of ow chiims and
actions beyond (he oppressive system: and ruises the issue of its radical
reconstruction. Also, Maleoln arguied that from this vantage point, we arg
able to build on the imternational bedies of law, blerature and institutions
which deal with defining and defending human mialts, And Finally, be said
that such a thrust would open up und strengthen cur alliances wuh other
oppressed, progressive and struggling people engaged in struggles for lib-
cration and higher Jevels of hsnan life al over the world.

To initiste and sustam a serious campaign to reduce and eradicate
poverty. then, there are several reyuirements. Fust. the campaign must be
luman right-focused, i.e., en the protection and promotion of buman life,
human weli-bemg and human flourishing, [Umust foster policies and pric-
tices that move the question of the reduction and cradication of poverty
from one of providing charity or questionable welfare Lo ils being a polis-
ical and cthical obligation of society and o social and persenat obligation
for cach af us. In o word, itis a matter of rights and justive in the strongest
SCrse.

Secondly, a human rights and bunsan-centered approach aust deal with
persens in the context of their fannly, commuenity and culture, 1t must not
try (& separale persons fram their people or ask them 1o deny their ethnic
identily und the deep historiest, spiritual and culral meaning this has for
them. "0 the conlrary, il 2ust recognize cach people and eutture as a
unique wnd equaily valuable way of being human in the world and preatly
resowreeful nmeeting any challenge which confronts them

Thardiy, this approach must seek 1o create conditions for cveryone, not
enty to have 2 job, but te share access and opportunilics of human devel-
opment and to share m the benefits of the poods of souicty and the world.
Thus. the canpuaign for the poor must have an econotnic, political, culiur-
al und educational thrust, This means avording the tendency 1o reduce the
struggle against poverty W previding jobs, and to minimize the importinee
ol racial, gender, cutinral, educational, lepal and pubitical aspects of pover-
ty. There’s a tendency 10 say now that it's not abuut rave but about class,
but it"s sthout both and also gender as history and eurrent praclices prove

Finally, the poor must participate fully in any campaign to aid them as
a matter of nght and responsibitity, Le., in the funmulation, impletpenta-
tion. monitoring. and asscssment of all strategies and programs. o tis
process, they will gain not only material necessitics and other resourcees of
life. bul also a deeper sense of self=respect and their vwn value and digni-
ty. We must. as Kwame Nkrumal says. “go 10 the people, star wilh whist
they know, build on what they have™ and together with them stiuggle to
apen the horizon ol histery and our fature 1o e realization of true Iniman
frecdom and flousishing fur everyone




